Geography	u
stand at points where the Thames is joined by the Cherwell and the
Ock respectively. Of the villages, Eynsham, which is one of the
largest, is placed near the junction of the Thames and the Evenlode.
This village also commands one of the few bridges over the Thames.
Similarly the historic village of Dorchester is placed at the junction
of the Thame with the Thames and stands near a useful crossing of
the smaller river.
As a whole, the Oxford Clay is devoid of village settlements, but
the villages of Noke, Woodeaton, Wytham, Begbroke, Horton-cum-
Studley, an<3 North Hinksey are all on this formation just above the
river alluvium.
There is no line of village settlements at the northern foot of the
Corallian outcrop, but many villages are situated on the Corallian
itself well above the Clay. The following may be classed together in
this group: Fyfield, Tubney, Kingston Bagpuize, Appleton with
Eaton, Cumnor, Besselsleigh, Frilford, Marcham, Sandford, Little-
more, Cowley, Headington, Headington Quarry, Elsfield, Beckley,
Stanton St. John, Forest Hill, Wheatley, and Holton.
Around Shotover and the Garsington Hills we find that a number
of villages are placed near the junction of the upper Portland beds and
the Kimeridge clay, as, for example, Cuddesdon, Denton, Garsing-
ton, Horspath, and some distance farther south, Toot Baldon and
Nuneham Courtenay are similarly placed. Wootton and Sunning-
well occupy the same kind of site on the Berkshire side of the Thames.
The whole of this group of villages, as well as many of those listed
in the previous group on the Corallian, has the advantage of being
placed near the junction of two geological formations. This fact
means that different soils are found in the same parish and possibili-
ties of varied agriculture are offered.
The site of Oxford.
Oxford (long. i°i6' W. of Greenwich, lat. 5i°49' N.) is not only
the dominant urban settlement of the Survey Area itself; it is also one
of the greatest towns in southern England. Outside Greater London
and south of a line drawn from the mouth of the Severn to the Wash,
Oxford is considerably surpassed in size by nine urban areas. Three
othej: additional places are larger, but by only a small margin.1
1 The order and size in thousands of the 'conurbations* south of the Severn-Wash
line in 1931 were as follows: (i) Bristol, 421; (2) Portsmouth, 296; (3) Brighton, 218;
(4) Plymouth, 208; (5) Southampton, 194; (6) Bournemouth, 183; (7) Medway towns,
135; (8) Southend, 127; (9) Norwich, 126; (10) Reading, 97; (11) Northampton, 92;
(12) Ipswich, 88; (13) oxford, 81. The following 'conurbations' south of the Severn-
Wash line are the only others which exceeded 50,000: (14) Bath, 69; (15) Luton, 69;

